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a wine merchant, but the public did not show any
anxiety to consume his wines, and he died early, a
disappointed and broken-spirited man. PI is widow,
a very beautiful woman, was encouraged to believe
that she had some talent for acting, and she accord-
ingly, driven by the necessity of having to make a
living for herself and her son, took to the stage. She
played in London, but without marked success, and
after a while had to be content with theatrical tours
in the provinces, until at last she married an actor,
and dropped out of history. Her career on the stage
is chiefly to be remembered because of the obloquy
it brought upon her illustrious son George Canning.
While Canning was slowly rising into great reputa-
tion as an orator and a statesman, and even when he
had reached the very zenith of his fame, his enemies
had no worse accusation to make against him than
to remind the world that he was the son of an actress.
The father of Mrs. Sicldons insisted at one time
that his daughter must not marry an actor. Like
Prospero's daughter, she broke his best. She
married Mr. Siddons, who was on the stage, and
when her father remonstrated with her she smilingly
excused herself on the ground that no one could
regard Mr. Siddons as an actor. In the same spirit
Canning might, if he had thought it fitting to notice
such a taunt in any way, have contended that his
mother was not an actress, either by profession or by
vocation. Had Mrs. Canning been really a great
actress, her son would no doubt have felt proud of
her genius; but much of the sting in the taunt
levelled against him was contained in the statement